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unless, owing to pressure of business, private members' time is
annexed by the Government. Certain other Fridays are allotted for
private members' motions. There is no difference in procedure in
regard to introduction between a government Bill and a private
member's Bill. Any public Billl may be introduced without leave,
in which case no discussion takes place until the second reading. The
second and third reading of private members' Bills are taken on
Fridays in the first part of a session, and members ballot for the
opportunity to move the second reading of their Bills. A Bill may
also be introduced under the "Ten Minutes Rule." This method is
usually employed when the object of introducing a private member's
Bill is to secure publicity for the subject-matter rather than to secure
the passage of the Bill. A motion for leave to bring in the Bill is set
down for consideration immediately after question time. Short
speeches are made by the mover and one opposer and then the
question is put. Private Members' time was suspended by sessional
orders from 1939 to 1949.
The increasing complication of the business of governing the Delegated a
country has led to ever-growing readiness to delegate legislative Legislation,
powers, though it must always be remembered that these powers are
conferred by Parliament and can be annulled or restricted by Par-
liament. The power to legislate, when delegated, is normally confined
to matters of detail bordering upon administration, though in a sudden
emergency power may be delegated to legislate on major matters.
The latter is well illustrated by legislation of 1931 when there were
enacted by Parliament during the administration of a National
Government a number of statutes which delegated power to legislate
on matters of principle, subject to a time limit as to the exercise of the
delegated powers. The Gold Standard (Amendment) Act empowered
the Treasury to legislate for the control of the exchange. The
National Economy Act empowered the King in Council to effect
reductions, including salary cuts, in certain public services. The
FpodstuflFs (Prevention of Exploitation) Act authorised the Board of •
Trade, subject to an annulling resolution by either House of Parlia-
ment, to control the supply and price of certain foodstuffs, while two
other measures which were designed to check abnormal importa-
tions of manufactured articles and horticultural products delegated
to governmental departments the power to impose duties, subject to
affirmative resolutions by the Commons.3
The felE2JtfiJS^4^ 1932»was a string example of delegation
in relation^Itaxation. TWTXct delegated to the Treasury the power
to legislate on matters of taxation without fixing any time limit for
1 P. 107, post.	a Part VIL, Chap. 6.
8 The Abnormal Importations (Customs) Duties Act, 1931; Horticultural
Products (Emergency Customs Duties) Act, 1931.

